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Ai@#tt ( Ohtaki Shrine )

Ohtaki Shrine, in Tomi-no-O, Taga Town, is
one of the three shrines of the “Taga Three
Shrines Circuit,” a route to visit and pray at
three representative Shinto shrines in Taga
Town. The first shrine is Taga Grand Shrine, an
old shrine in Ohmi, affectionately called “O-
Taga-san.” The second is Konomiya Shrine, at
the foot of Mount Seiryu, known for its “Great
Craggy Rock.” Ohtaki Shrine is in a picturesque
spot rich with wonderfully strange and unique
rocks and crags by the Inukami River. These
three shrines have profound connections with
human life, enshrining deities of marriage, long
life, prosperity of descendants (Yama no Kami
or Mountain God), and deities governing water.
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Ohtaki Shrine is also known as “Taki-no-Miya,” Waterfall Shrine. The date of its establishment
is unknown, but the Ohmi-ochibogusa (author unknown) claims that it was built in Mitachino by
the request of Sakanoue-no-Tamuramaro in 807. It has an old history and many cultural assets.
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The enshrined deities are Takao-kami and Kurao-kami,
governors of rain and water flow and grantors of abundant harvests,
who are also enshrined in Kibune Shrine in Kurama, Kyoto. Ohtaki
Shrine has been venerated as a general local shrine of former
Ohtaki Village and as a shrine of deities controlling the water
current of the Inukami River. The roar of the Inukami River clear
waters, of which the Suzuka mountain range is the source, as they
gush through the great crags, produces a refreshing feeling in the
summertime on the shrine precincts.

#i#& ( fresh verdure )
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The Ichi-no-Torii Gate of Ohtaki Shrine can be reached from Prefectural Route 226. It was
originally wood, straddling a road in the village 600 meters west from the present site. It was

reconstructed in stone at the place where it stands now when the Prefectural road was improved in
1980. In front of the Torii on the right side stands a stone pillar called “Gousha (meaning a village
shrine) Ohtaki Shrine,” and another stone pillar called “Meishou (meaning scenic beauty) Taki-no-
Miya” on the left side. The Torii in the Myoujin style has a height of 6.1 m, pillar diameter of 55
cm, and distance between pillars of 5.87 m.
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Somewhat taller than Ichi-no-Torii and standing about
50 m beyond it is Ni-no-Torii, date of erection unknown.
Before Ni-no-Torii is Tomio Inari Shrine. Tomio refers to
Tomi-no-O, the name of this region, meaning a village
of “Prosperous Mountain (Roof) ” On both sides of the road
approaching the shrine '
are recently erected
decorative fences and
stone lanterns. A cistern
for hand washing is

near a crumbling stone

wall.

EFfwst ( Tomio-Inari Shrine) Fk& ( cistern for hand washing )
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AR ( Main Shrine )

N2 D, by Shogun Tokugawa Iemitsu (1604-1651), and
was designated a Material Cultural Asset of
Shiga Prefecture in 1973. The shrine roof
is “ikkensha nagare-zukuri” or “flowing style of
roof,” thatched with hinoki bark. The ornamen-
tal caps of the four pillars on either side
of the platform to the inner sanctuary are
inscribed “Kan’ei 15.” Old doors with the 3-leaf
hollyhock Tokugawa family crest made in later
ages are kept by the side of the inner sanctuary.
At the top of the pillars under the roof over the
steps leading up to the inner sanctuary are a pair
of carved elephant trunks, creating an atmosphere
of a long-standing history. The trunks, the
craftsmanship of the lattice work, and the
decorative curved open-legged frog supports
attest to the prosperity of the parishioners.

=% ( 3-leaf hollyhock Tokugawa family crest ) EB% (decorative curved open-legged frog supports )
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Facing the main shrine on the right is Inukami Shrine; on the left is Oh’ikazuchi Shrine. At the
bottom of the stone step is a well with two taps; from the right comes mineral-rich natural water. A

hearth is used for hot water in the Yudate ceremony.
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A little further is a small area with a
panoramic view of the “Abyss of the Great
Serpent Orochi.” The source of the waterfall
which gives the shrine its name can be seen
on the left. Seeing the tempestuous current,
one can understand the reason many people
come here to wish for a cool summer. The
scenery is splendid also in the spring and
during the autumn colors.

( Inukami River in autumn )
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To the left from the shrine is a venerated cedar tree, the largest in
i SpiF ey the shrine precincts. One can admire the strange boulders along the
C#A ( venerated tree) river, and see remains of a suspension bridge and a stone bridge.
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Prince Inayoriwakeou is said to be enshrined in Inukami
Shrine, descendant of Prince Yamatotakeru—a royal price of
the legendary Emperor Keikou—and progenitor of Inukami-
no-Kimi and Takebe-no-Kimi. According to the Shinsen-
shoujiroku record of family names, Inukami Agatanushi,
who first settled in this area, is theorized to be a
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AiE#2 ( Inudoumatsu, Dog-Body-Pine Tree )

descendant of Prince Amatsu-Hikone or perhaps of other families; and Inukami Agatanushi must

have been the legendary settler who developed this area.
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Across Prefectural Route 226 from the
Ichi-no-Torii Gate of Ohtaki
the remains of Inudoumatsu, Dog-Body-Pine

Shrine are

Tree, associated with many old tales. Here is
one such story that points to the origin
of “Inukami.”
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“Prince Inayoriwakeou, who is
enshrined in Inukami Shrine, was
famed for hunting. One day he set
off with his hound, Koishimaru. In
those days, this area was called
Mitachino. It was a wild and lonely
place, luxuriant with trees, shrubs
and grasses. It was said that the
Orochi serpent lived along the
banks of the river. The villagers
often came to harm there, and were
greatly distressed. The Prince and
his faithful dog searched for the
Orochi to kill him, but couldn’t find
him. Evening came and the Prince
went to sleep under a pine tree.
After a while, Koishimaru suddenly
started howling; the Prince looked
around but couldn’t see anything.
The Prince scolded the dog again
and again, but because Koishimaru
wouldn’t stop his baying, the short-
tempered Prince slashed the dog’s
head off. The dog’s head bit into the

head of the Orochi who was lurking
in the branches of the tree above the
Prince, and the dog’s head and the
serpent fell into the river and the
serpent died. The Prince repented
having beheaded the dog which had
saved his life, and planted a pine
tree in his memory and erected a
small shrine for his burial mound.
As a kind of pun on the bite (kamu,
meaningt “bite”), head and neck
of dog (inu), the villagers say this
story is how Inukami Shrine got its
name....”

Furthermore, the dog’s head
floated upstream (kami, meaning
“upward”) on the river, thus, the
story goes, giving the name to
Inukami County and Inukami
River....
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The enshrined deity of Ohtaki Shrine became the focus for prayers

in granting safety in hunting and childbirth. In early November on

the “Dog Day” festival, mochi pounded rice cakes in the shape of

dog tongues are dedicated.
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#1% ( autumn colors )

At present, Ohtaki Shrine is supported by
parishioners of fifteen aza, such as Tomi-
no-0O, Narasaki with Kougenji Temple that
has a tumulus and a hanging scroll of
Murayama Taka-jo, Fujise with “Mt. Takatori
Fureai Park,” Kawanai with Akabuchi Shrine,
Kayahara with Inukami Dam, Ojigahata of
Prince Koretaka, Ohsugi, Same, Shimogahara,
Ichinose, Hida, Hotokera, Kohara, Minami-
ushirodani, and Nashinoki. These areas have

many fireflies in summer, and are known

ALl ( Inukami River )

as “Inukami, country home with good water
and splendid environment.”

[KiEfLADHE]

(R R iGN
I| ﬁ il
xrm

SOOI ) EOR
BORBEANE

Tl

INE BT

(=

RAS0)7d)

2
)
Ji:2]
z
g
Q
®

BOHOS)U

[
(BREEMEALAY)

Z - BRLANGL\SR
(Originally by Yuji Higuchi)




® LEEHFRICHKE
KBtz

FErE185E 3 A
ZENHERES

ZERIABTZERURAUTR
T522-0352
BEER LS ERKFXE160-1
TEL 0749-48-1800

5

i o
m

E ]
i

BR
W

Al B
i h KiEtt

SEEMRICRETIOC I
ATAEF -BE KBX-+tH KEE
RE R - REA—ER - BIEE XA
B WF-tm HZ-O4E &
x0O &H-AF B@m-=ZfEs%
TELET - 0E Z - A w5k
H#HE Fi

FHA Y RBE EF

En Rl ARt BREIRIFR

- KEMEOH A R
(B3 7B B5(E)

- R EARKEH
GEREA o —F23FN)
- KiEf UNEL @ &)

- IR##5E

- SEAMEE HER
- ZHEETSE

- EZER®

- BAEGEAHM (NP







